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Presentation 


The AG Knast (working group on 
gaols) has been working in the 
anti-repression field for two 
years, especially on the issues 
of police, justice and gaols. Ww 
intend to analyse, document and 
inform about the activities, 
methods and transformations of 
theses state institutions. 

The members of the collective 


are working in different fields 
of action: struggle against rac- 
ism and discrimination, anti- 
militarism, against the nuclear 
state, cultural work with minori 
ties, drugs and feminism. We all 
have a radical left autonomous 
perspective in common. 

Our collective is not bound 


hy German borders. It is nece- 


ssary for us to have direct 
knowledgs of the international 
struggles and movements so that 
they have repercussions and con- 
sequences in Berlin. This supposes 
a direct relation and solidarity 
with the activists of these 
struggles. 

And we believe that for initia- 
ting an exchange the first step 
is to propose something. We 
tried to point out that objective 
with this documentation. 

We’d like to meet people inter- 
ested in such an exchange. 


Ag Knast 

c/o Babylonia e.V. 
Cuvrystr. 20 

D-1000 Berlin/West 36 
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Chronology of the West German. Anti-Nuclear 


Movement 


February 1975: 20,000 occupy the 
site of the planned nuclear 
power plant at Wyhl (Baden). 

February 1977: After two occupa- 

. tions of the building site 
50,000 demonstrate against the 
nuclear power station at 
Brokdorf. 

March 1977: 20,000 try to occupy 
the building site of the plan- 
ned plant at Grohnde, In those 
days the sites were militantly 
occupied using ropes am metal 
cutters. 

Police react with brutality. 
20,000 demonstrate at the 
site of the planned reproces- 
sing plant and nuclear cemen- 

tary at Gorleben. 

July 1977: 80,000 from all over 
Europe demonstrate against the 


fast breeder reactor at Malville/ 


France. One demonstrator is 
silled by a police granade, 


several mutilated. 

September 1977: 70,000 demonstrete 
against the fast breeder at 
Kalkar. 12,000 pigs are employ- 
ed, Thousands of demonstrators 
travelling to Kalkar are held 


for up to eight hours. 

Those experiences with the police 

and nuclear state are a backlash 

to the movement; before that 
there had been illusions of 
quickly stopping tne nuclear pre 
gramme. 

March 1979: International con- 
gress of experts on Gorleben. 
120,000 protest at Hannover, 
the capital of that federal 
state. 

May 1979: Prime Minister Albrecht 
of Lower Saxony: "The nuclear 
reprocessing plant can’t be 
enforced politically." The 
building of the nuclear cemen- 
tary, however, continues. 


May 1980: Occupation of the re- 
search area "1004" at Gorleben 
for one month; several thou- 
sand people participate in the 
"Free Republic of Wendland" 
(Wendland is the region of 
the planned cementary). 

June 1980: Eviction of "1004"; 
such mass protests against the 
eviction had never been seen 
before in West Germany. 

October 1980: 150,000 demonstrate 
in Bonn under the slogan 
"Scrap the nuclear programme". 

1981/82: Mass actions at the 
five reconsidered reprocessing 
plant sites. 

February 1981: 100,000 demonstrate 
illegally at Brokdorf. 

March 1982: A court permits the 
plant at Wyhl to be built. 
100,000 demonstrate at Freiburg. 
The plant hasn’t been built 
to this day. 
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The Story behind the Brokdorf Resistance 


An Extract of a Speech from the. 
Anti-Brokdorf Preparatory 
Meeting in Hamburg, May 1986 

The anti-nuclear power move- 
ment has been going on for over 
ten yeafs now, the actual con- 
struction sites being the major 
Scenes of conflict. The nuclear 
clouds emanating from Chernobyl 
proved the fears and warnings 
expresséd in the Wilster Marsa 
(the area around Brokdorf) in 
1976. The demonstrators, whilst 
gathered under the motto "Der 
Bauplatz muB wieder zur Wiese 
werden" (The construction site 
must revert to fields and 
meadows) were the victims of 
brutal police violence, a 
violence directed at smashing 
their right to defend life and 
health. 

Today, just ten years after, 
the few remaining protest and 
information groups have been 
completely inundated with ques- 
tions concerning nuclear plants, 
radioactive fall out, and the 
possibility of protection. 
Their dusty, nearly forgotten 
about info-brochures have sudden- 
ly become much sought after. 
People who earlier showed littte 
or no interest have been shaken 
out of their indifferent state. 
Especially the young - and often 
for the first time - want to 
get involved. Not only has the 
structure of the anti-nuclear 
Power movement changed over the 
years, so too have the conditi- 
ons of fighting the closures of 
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+ne construction of the Brok- 


dorf Nuclear Plant has been 
completed even though the access 
road was blocked, the plant and 
its perimeter fence attacked 
including the firms responsible 
for its construction and nain- 
tenance. As we gather for yet 


another great demo and rally in 
Brokdorf, in these post-Cherno- 
byl days we can only hope we 
can, in the last minutes, pre- 
vent the inauguration of this 
superfluous and life threatening 
plant. 

In order to prevent any illu- 
sions and to keep our frustra- 
tion to a minumum let us now 
look back at the important ex- 
periences learned from the fight 
against Brokdorf. 

In the 1960s the proposals for 
a giant industrial zone on the 
lower Elbe were laid down. In 
order to satisfy the huge ener- 
gy demands a complex of nuclear 
Power plants were planned for te 
region. In 1973 the electric 
power companies decided on Brok- 
dorf as a potential site. A 
protest body, known as the En- 
vironmental Protection Group 
(E.P.G.) of the lower Elbe was 
immediately set up. Similar 
groups sprang up like mushrooms, 
particularly after the success- 
ful grassroots campaign against 
the Wyhl power plant in Kaiser- 
stuhl. In the 26th of October 
1976 the Atom State reared its 
ugly head for the first time in 
the Wilster Marsh. Over night 
and under ths cover of fog the 


construction site was surroun- 


ded with barbed wire. This did 
not prevent thousands occupy- 
ing the site. The ensuing evic- 
tion took place with the by 

now common place police brutali- 
ty: water tanks, bulldozers, 

CS gas or tear gas and countless 
bloody baton charges. The site 
soon resembled a fortress. On 
the 13th' November 1976 over 
35,000 people took part in a 
massive demo which attacked the 
site in an unsuccessful attempt 
at occupying the plant once mora 

After the "GroBaktion" of 1976 
resistance against Brokdorf grew 
even greater. The resistance 
took on new forns, making it all 
the more difficult for the Aton 
State to break, and it was no 
coincidence that at the period 
the Administrative Court of 
Schleswig ruled a halt to the 
building. 

The courts and indeed parlia- 
ment need such outside Pressure 
if they are to govern in our 
interests. Without such pressure 
experience has shown us not 
to trust these Powers and to 
rely on our own strength and 
Power expressed at the nuclear 
Power plants themselves. This 
applies especially to those 
members of the Green Party who 
still believe that the Bonn 
Ministries and not the sites 
should be Occupied. 

The construction stoppage of 
1976 brousht into perspective 
our continual resistance. In 
such a bread movement as ours it 


is only 


natural that different 


opinions on such matters as: 

the relationship with the State, 
the economic system and concrete 
forms of protest and resistance, 
should exist. During the prepa- 
rations for the Big Demo of 
February 1977 it proved impos- 
sible to verify these differen- 
ces. The Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) and the German Communist 
Party (DKP) shied away from 

any direct action against the 
construction sites. The result 
of this split: 30,000 demonstra- 
tors took part in a rally in 
Itzehoe and another 30,000 ig- 
nored the ban and marched on the 
site. The latter failxd to reach 
the perimeter fence but their 
action proved to be one of 

the most decisive actions in the 
battle against nuclear power - 
and also one of the most res- 
ponsible because at a certain 
point the marchers decided not 
to go any further, thus preven- 
ting a meaningless and very 
bloody clash with the police. 

This split allowed the press 
and Atom Lobby to differentiate 
between good and evil demonstra- 
tors. Not only did the Special 
Mobile Commando Unit attack the 
rear of the demonstration bran- 
dishing machine guns, but the 
first wave of court cases date 
from this February “77 action. 
The split promoted criminalisa- 
tion. Since then the Atom State 
has only become more aggressive 
In September 1977, thousands of 
demonstrators from Hamburg were 
prevented from reaching Kalkar 
by a Police manoeuvre usually 
reserved for times of Civil War. 
The Atom Mafia seemed to be in- 
mune to the voices of ever in- 
creasing demonstrators. An ex- 
ception being the Gorleben trek 
to Hannover which resulted in 
the "Radiant Smiling" Albrecht 
(the Conservative Prime Minis- 
ter of Lower Saxony) issuing a 
statement saying a nuclear 
reprocessing plant in Lower 
Saxony would be politically un- 
realistic. 

Towards the end of 1980 a 
court decision ended a relative- 
ly quiet chapter in Brokdorf’s 
history. (It was the year the 
legendary village on the ex- 
ploration area "1004" in Wend- 
land was destroyed.) After three 
years, the moratorium was lifted 
and Stoltenberg, the Prime 
Minister of Schleswig-Holstein, 
gave the go-ahead for construc- 
tion to continue. The greater 
majority of the anti-nuclear 
power movement now believed 
tne motto "Wo Recht zu Unrecht 
wird, wird Widerstand zur Pflicht" 
(where injustice reins resistance 
must become a duty) should be 
taken to heart and used as a 
battle cry. Soon blockades, 
attacks and acts of sabotage 
were the order of the day. Pa- 
rallel to this a huge demon- 
stration was planned for Feb. 
1931. Meanwnile more than 10, 
000 activists were busy trying 
to influence the SPD conference 
in Hamburg to oppose the Brok- 
dorf nuclear power plant. The 
then Hamburg Mayor, Klose, 
actually won a majority opposed 
to Brokdorf, only to & later 
sen“ into ies] 


ness. 


the politica 


Although every fool knew 


-b- 
that Brokdorf was completely 
superfluous and a doomed in- 
vestment of the Hamburg Elec- 
tricity Board from the start, 
this didn’t stop the ordinary 
customer from bearing the 
brunt of the new electricity 
prices. The SPD were just as 
ridiculously weak and trans- 
parent when Brokdorf came up 
- canalising the anti-nuclear 
movement with such buncum as 
the possible promise of a 
nuclear free future "sometime 
in the next millenium". 

But let’s get back to the Big- 
Brokdorf Demo of the 28th of Feb. 
1981. It was soon clear that the 
nuclear programme, including 
Brokdorf wasn’t going to be 
shelved, that ever increasing 
numbers of anti-nukes were go- 
ing to travel all over West 
Germany in order to exercise 
their legs in nuclear power 
plant "X" or plant "Y". During 
the demo rally one argument in 
particular seemed to have great 
significance in the future of 
the movement:"Our struggle is 
not to be decided on the out- 
come of this demonstration - 
it’s imperative we prepare for 
long-term struggle, a struggle 
that impermeates our whole life. 
- work life, private life and 
love life, a struggle that does, 
not just find expression on the 
construction site fence and 
at the Brokdorf plant." 

The preparation of this demo 
has been accompanied by an in- 
credible stirring up by the 
press. Reports stating that 
demonstrators intended attack- 
ing the normal population. The 
high point of this being the 
demo ban which covered not 
just the proposed march route, 
but the whole conmmunity of 

teinburg. The fact that over 
100,000 reached the site ig- 
noring this ban and withstan- 
ding the ice-cold February 
weather in order to express 
their political will under 
the banner "legal, illegal, 
scheiBegal" (legal, illegal, 
I don’t give a shit) was 
surely a great success. 

This success cannot how- 
ever hide the limitations of 
such actions. The whole event 
was characterised by a very 
active minority and a "con- 
sumer" mentality of the major- 
ity. This led to a feeling of 
insecurity and a spreading of 
rumous. That’s why it was 
possible for Jo Leinen (the 
chairperson of the Association 
of Citizen Initiatives for 
Environmental Protection) to 
jet nis ideas across, 
that many demonstrators were 
unnecessarily searched, thus 
straining the solidarity of 
the demo-With more than 100, 
000 taking part in the demo the 
info- and communications net- 
work was completely overstreched 
and proved useless. 

Also, the fact that after such 
a massive demo the building pro- 
gramme would continue as if 
nothing had happened was for 
many a bitterly frustrating 
experience. 

The pressure of 100,000 demon- 
strators wasn’t enougn to pre- 
vent the state going on a 
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"criminalisation orgy". Extreme- 
ly hard "exemplary" sentences 
were dished out to individual 
demonstrators, even though the 
victim, who had fallen in water, 
was later proven to be uninjured. 
Michael Duffke and Markus Mohr 
were sentenced to 81/2 years, 
even though the charge against 
them was never prooved. After 
countless campaigns of solidari- 
ty the sentences were marginal- 
ly cut. 

The Atom Lobby, since a long 
time with its back up against 
the wall continues to paint the 
anti-nuclear power demonstrator 
as a criminal. This applies 
especially to that type of 
direct and prectical resistance. 
seen in Brokdorf and Wendland. 

For this reason it’s more 
important than ever that this 
Saturday (June 7th 1986) so 
many people as possible travel 
to Wilster Marsh. We have no 
illusions that the Brokdorf 
plant inauguration will be 
decided on the 7th of June, 
but the call to demonstrate 
on the plant sites calls to 
mind once again the political 
discussion and analysis of the 
whole resistant movement. Many 
could join in the political 
discussions. The experiences 
of the last few years could 
also augment the discussions 
podium. Lastly, the anti-nuclear 
movement presents itself to the 
Media as a large, independent 
and offensive political power. 

We still have a long way to 
go before we force the price 
of the Nuclear Programme so 
high that it capsizes. Even 
after Chernobyl we haven’t got 
it easy. A lot depends on the 
daily action of young and old 
people everywhere who nust 


slowly help the ‘Atom Industry 
to loose the little confidence 
it still enjoys. 
Our strength lies in the 
variety of the resistance. 
Let us take these thoughts 
with us and let it mark a new 
phase in the Anti-Brokdorf 
campaign as we prepare to go 
to Wister Marsh. 
NO NUCLEAR PLANT IN BROXDORF 
AND EVERYWHERE! 
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History of the Resistance Against the Nuclear 
Reprocessing Plant at Wackersdorf 


Previous history: No to the Re- 
processing Plant in the Wendland! 
In the 70s the SPD/FDP governnet 
planned a nuclear cementary and 
a reprocessing plant (German 
abbreviation: WAA) in the Wend- 
land. The circuit of combustible 
nuclear material was to be 
closed down in combination with 
the fast breeder reactor at 
Kalkar, and the "plutonium eco- 
nomy" was to be introduced. The 
programme was driven on by 
autarky and military interests. 
The WAA was meant as a step to- 


wards the German nuclear bomb. 

In the late 70s resistance 
against the planned WAA at Gor- 
leben developed which was 
carried out both on a local level 
as well as on a national one. 

The highlights of the resistance 
were a demonstration of 120,000 
supported by a lot of farmers 

on tractors in 1979. The occu- 
pation of a research area was 
proclaimed "The Free Republic of 
Wendland" in 1980. The Prime 
Minister of Lower Saxony, Al- 
brecht, declared that it:.was 
politically not possible to 
carry through the WAA in the 
Wendland 


The Birth of the WAA-Resistance 
in the Oberpfalz (Upper Palati- 
nate 


In the summer of 81 news leaked 
out that the WAA was to be 

built in Bavaria. Since the 50s 
the Bavarian Prime Minister 
Franz-Josef Strauß has played a 
major role in building up the 
nuclear programme and renilitari- 
sation. He has been interested 
in a West German nuclear bomb 
right from the start of his 
political carreer. Expecting 
that the WAA could be established, 
without any problens in the 
Oberpfalz, a region known to be 
rural, catholic ani conservative 
Wackersdorf in the Oberpfalz 
was choosen as a location in 
November 1981. As soon as this 
information leaded out 2,000 
people demonstrated at Regens- 
burg, the capital of the Ober- 
pfalz. Citizen Initiatives (BIs) 
were set up in Schwandorf, the 
nearest town to Wackersdorf, 
also in Regensburg, Nuremburg 
and in a lot of villages. For 
the time being the resistance 
was limited to a local level 

but it was surprisingly active. 
In March 1982 a demonstration 

of 15,000 tock place in Schwan- 


dorf. The forms of action vary 
as follows: beside Christian 
processions to the WAA-site, 
legal proceedings (all without 
any success so far), a summer 
camp with sporadic attempts of 
building huts and sporadic acts 
of sabotage against drilling 
eauipment took place. A "Front 
for the Liberation of Upper 
Palatinate" claimed responsibility. 


The WAA as a National Focus of 
Protest 


In February 1985 the location of 
Wackersdorf was officially pro- 
claimed and the resistance ex- 
panded rapidly. For the first 
time anti-nuclear activists from 
outside the region made contacts 
with local anti-WAA opponents 

and BI’s. The first a dion car- 
ried out by the national support 
groups was the summer camp on 

the WAA location, wi 1 8220 
a wooded area in 


radial. 
As a result of the demonstra- 


onal anti- 


nuclear movement. In the evening 
an anti-WAA street festival 
mainly visited by autonomous 
activists was brutally raided 

by the pigs; 200 people were 
arrested. The state’s strategy 
to divide the movement became 
transparent. 


Living Anarchy: the Hut Villages 


On 14-12-85, three days after 
the start of the clearing, 
50,000 people demonstrated on 
the clearing site at Wackers- 
dorf. 3,000 started to con- 
struct huts, a whole village 
of huts sprang up. Two days 
later the pigs evicted the vil- 
lage. 869 people, 75% of whom 
were outsiders, were arrested 
and charged. 

Shortly before Christmas, on 
21-12-85, anti-WAA activists set 
up a second village consisting 
of 70 huts. On 7-1-86 5,000 
pigs raided it. 734 people were 
arrested and charged. ' 

The two hut villages have 
played an important role in the 
resistance: for the first time 
a great number of the residents, 
middle-class in their way of 
life, participated in illegal 
actions, together with the 
autonomous activists, which 
were denounced as "Chaoten" 
(trouble-mongers) by the bour- 
gois press. The anti-WAA re- 
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Sistance became a mass movement 
which was locally rooted. 

On 8-2-86 10,000 anti-WAA op- 
ponents celebrated Carnival on 
the building site. Since then 
there has been a procession to 
the building site every Sunday. 
1,000 to 3,000 people from all 
Over the region participate in 
these "Sunday Processions". 
During the Sunday Procession 
on 3-3-86 an elderly woman from 
Wackersdorf died from a heart 
attack after being brutally 
maltreated by the pigs. 


Mass Militancy and CS Gas 

On 31-3-86 100,000 people demon- 
strated at the security fence 
now completed. It was the first 
joint action by the Peace Move- 
ment Easter marchers and the 
Anti-Nuclear Movement. After 
some people started to make 
holes in the fence police high- 
pressure water canons shot CS 
gas into the crowd for hours. 

A man suffering from asthma 
died from the gas. 

This Easter mass militancy 
practiced by autonomous groups 
and well supported by Upper 
Palatinate citizens worried the 
ruling class. The resistan œe 
threatened to become uncontrol- 
lable. The trust in the State 
of broad circles of the popula- 
tion was apparently broken. 


After a demonstration of 10, 
000 in Erlangen against the 
KWU (the KWU is the manufacturer 
of the WAA and other nuclear 
power stations) the Pentacosta 
camp close to the WAA building 
site took another turn. Instead 
of discussing resistance per- 
spectives the rage on the arro- 
gance of the powerful, who with- 
out any qualms stuck to their 
nuclear course (even after the 
accident at Chernobyl), was ex- 
pressed by militant actiony of 
a scale and toughness hitherto 
unseen in West Germany. "Saw- 
fish" turned the fence into a 
Swiss cheese full of holes; 
water canons and pigs were attac- 
ked with catapults and petrol 
bombs. The residents gathered 
stomes and handed them to the 
militants. 

It was obvious to the Dies 
that the situation was out of 
hand. The whole forest around the 
fence was shot with CS gas grenades; 
in a fit of sheer revenge a pig 
helicopter dropped CS gas grena- 
des on a peaceful crowd of 
30,000 people, amongst them kids 
and elderly. Panic changed into 
rage on the pigs. Some meat- 
wagons were burned and a unit 
of 60 pigs beaten back. "Fire 
and Flame for this State". 

The balance of the Pentacosta 
actions: 300 wounded pigs, 600 


wounded demonstrators (mainly 
injuries to the eyes as a result 
of CS gas) plus a damage of 
5500,000. 

On 7-6-86, at the same time as 
the demonstration at Brokdorf, 
another 30,000 people demonstra- 
ted at the WAA-fence at Wackers- 
dorf. The more offensive tactics 
of the pigs (especially more 
mobile support units employed 
outside the fence). showed the 
liuitations of mass militancy. 
In the next months the building 
site was turned into a virtual 
fortress, Wood which had served 
as protection against pigs and 
water canons was cleared. Whole 
hills were removed. Militant 
actions at the fence became 


‚less possible. 


Attempted Divisionof the Move- 


ment through the Question of 


Violence 


At the same time the Green Party 
and the SPD tried to divide the 
resistance through the question 
of violence . The peaceful resi- 
dents shouldn’t support the 

"steel ball faction" and should 
hand them over to the pigs. 

And expression of the attempts 
to split the movement was the 
commercial concert 6n the 26th 
and 27th of July 1986. The 
musicians appealed to the 100, 
000 listeners not to go to the 
fence ant to avoid any violence. 
Behind the fence the pigs were 
prepared now armed with plastic 
bullets. 

The division could be seen as 
well when the Green Party with- 
drew their sponsorship from the 
demonstration in Munich on 
4-10-86. They were afraid that 
possible violent clashes with 
the pigs could lead to losses 
in the Bavarian elections taking 
place the following weekend. 
Following the argumentation of 
the Greens the courts prohibi- 
ted the demonstration. Neverthe- 
less, 10,000 took part in it. 


Blockade Days: Attack on the 
Infrastructure 


New dimensions were opened durig 
the blockade actions in the 
district of Schwandorf on the 
16th and 17th of October 1986. 
Due to the fact that the battle 
at the fence became futile the 
attack was shifted to the WAA’s 
infrastructure,ie. the companies 
producing for the WAA, the 
roads of transport, the courts, 
the cop shops, etc.. Those 
building companies were, more 
intensively after Chernobyl, 


targets of uncontrollable attacks. 


They have caused damages of 
millions of Marks. On the 
Blockade Days the actions ranged 
from nonviolent "go-slow block- 
ades" over blockading factories 
to burning barricades on the 
roads leading to the WAA and 
chopped down electricity pylons. 


For the first time the issues 

of the regional restructuring 
process in the interests of 
capital through the WAA’s con- 
struction and the aggravation 
of living and working conditions 
were raised. 


In this way a movement, which 
started to defend their homeland, 
has 
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of which consciously fight 
against the nuclear state and 
resist conditions imposed 
upon them by capital and the 
State. 


|Epilogue: Perspectives of a 


Movement in Crisis 


Today the Anti-WAA Movement is 
in a crisis. A lot of the local 
activists are worn out; the 
structure of the "citizen initi- 
atives" modelled on the familiar 
club structure (chairperson, 


‘exchequer, etc.) and the"Stamm- 


tisch" (pub talk) practice of 
discussion loads the buld of 
organisational work on a few 
functionaries. Furthermore, a 
wave of 3,000 charzes and sen- 
tences has affected the resis- 
ters. Support structures like 
collective preparation for trials 
or funds covering the costs ) 
which exist in the big cities) 
have not been develo-ed yet in 
the rural Oberpfalz. The local 
movement itself is torn apart 
by disputes between radicals and 
conservatives, who are even 
ready to have talks with the 
pigs. All of those talks have 
been exploited by the propaganda 
machine of the state. For exam- 
ple, the new Bavarian Secretary 
of State, Gauweiler, tried to 
"restore confidence into the 
police" through talks with some 
unauthorized representatives of 
the BI’s while celebrating Christ- 
mas with the pigs stationed on 
the building site. The Christmas 
actions at the fence had relative- 
ly little press coverage com- 
pared with Gauweiler’s stunt. 
To solve that crisis, the 
ganisational structure of 
"partnerships" between outside 
autonomous groups and BI’s is 
going to be improved. Those 
structures are meant to enhance 
a continual political exchange 
and co-operation in actions. 
Connecting different ways of 
life - rural/metropolitan, 
middle-class/marginalised, etc. 
Those "partnerships" make 
actions possible which make 
the participants more radical 


and overcome the division of 


or- 


those who plan actions and 
those who carry them out - 
contrary to mass demonstrations 
which are planned by the self 
same functionaries and are 
aimed only at media coverage. 
Nevertheless, the two currents 
in the movement are expressed in 
the planning of a mass demonstra-, 
tion combined with blockade 
actions in autumn of “87 - a 
compromise in every respect. 
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Sabotage and Police Rearmament 


The 100th attack on an electri- 
city pylon took place somewhere 
in Bavaria, probably shortly 
after the October blockades in 
the Oberpfalz (Upper Palatinate, 
in the North of Bavaria). 92 
attacks on pylons were register- 
ed by the Federal Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation (BKA) be- 
tween January and the beginning 
of September. In the eyes of the 
Minister of the Interior, how- 
ever, there were 103 attacks 
during the same period, and the 
Bavarian Police Authority coun- 
ted 116 attacks until the middle 


of November. Half of the attacks 
produced total destruction, i.e. 
collapse of the mast and occa- 
sionally the pulling down of the 

adjacent pylon supports. The 
damage is estimated at about 
30 million Marks (10 million b). 
The results of the police in- 
vestigations are bound to make 
every pig laugh; not a single 
case has been solved until to- 
day. The only suspect is a wo- 
man seriously injured by an 
electric shock produced during 
the fall of a pylon on wet 
ground. Up to this day she has 
not been formally arrested. 

The origins of systematic 
sabotage on pylons might have 


been the actions of a group 
called 'Chop the shit away' 

At the- beginning of 1985 they 
bombed the link between the nu- 
clear power station at Kriimmel 
and the electric grid. Since 
then the majority of the federal 
state security forces started 

to establish special sections 
working on that form of sabotage 
against the nuclear state. In 
Bavaria, the region most affec- 
ted by such actions, the 
authorities have tried to win 
the collaboration and watchful- 
ness of private security perso- 
nell, forest guards and cross- 
country skiers (!). Further, 
they offered a reward of 150,000 
Marks (550,000) for each suceess- 
ful denunciation. So far without 
any success. Transformers and 
central points of the national 
grid are guarded, the most im- 
portant masts receive concrete 
socks. But it is practically 
impossible to protect all 
180,000 high voltage pylons 


(380 and 220 kV) scattered through- 


out the country. The difficulty 
of catching the 'offenders' in 
flagranti delicto means that the 
state security forces try and 
infiltrate the circles they be- 
lieve have a predisposition to 


such actions. Armed with search 
and confiscation warrants the 
police has discovered the dis- 
tribution networks of various 
publications. Furthermore, there 
are dozens of published cases 
where agents provocateurs were 
infiltrated into citizen initia- 
tives or into their coordination 
committees, even cases where some 
of their members were intimidated 
or offered bribes. But in con- 
trast to the open mass violence 
where you always meet police 
agents with no qualms about in- 
citing people to violent acts, 
the friends of the saw and the 
cutting torch only work in groups 
of close and like-minded friends. 
These groups bearing ironic 
names and issuing sparse state- 
ments operate completely autono- 
mously. They obtain the necessary 
technical information from semi- 
public publications. Of course, 
interest for physics and chemis- 
try is developed where you won't 
expect it. 

A lot of the 'sawfish' as the 
saboteurs are called ironically 
- Mao: 'the revolutionary lives 
like a fish in the water' - are 
convinced that they are acting 
in a strictly non-violent frame- 
work. Probably because of this 


original middle-class sensitive- 
ness they have a developed in- 
tuition of what they ought not 
do so as not to risk alienating 
a population shocked by the mad- 
ness and tenacity of the nuclear 
lobby, in particular after Cher- 
nobyl and its radioactive fallout. 
For example, since the Ukrainian 
accident the attacks on the 
pylons connecting nuclear power 
station with the electricity 
grid have eeased so as not to 
provoke a sudden switching-off 
of the nuclear reactor and the 
following panic among the people 
living nearby. 

The sawfish are just one current 
in the field of diffuse sabo- 
tage, According to the Ministry 
of the Interior there had been 
178 incendiary and 27 bomb 
attacks by the end of summer '86, 
The damage produced amounts to 
10 million Marks (ca. Ł3 mio.) 
Six weeks later, in the middle 
of September, they had already 
eounted 236 attacks, 

In addition to the attacks on 
electric pylons, construction 
machines and industrial companies 
(about 100 were affected) opera- 
ting on construction sites of 
nuclear power stations and of 
the nuclear reprocessing plant 
at Wackersdorf in particular, 
the objectives of diffuse sabo- 
tage were the following: 


- banks without distinction as 

the actual power in the state, 

- the military-industrial com- 
plex (Daimler-Benz, Dornier, etc;) 
- railway lines used for trans- 
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port of arms and amunition by 
NATO forces and for transport of 
radioactive material, 

- research centres (laser, gene- 
tic) and information centres, 
both state and private, and 

- offices of security services. 


Tendencies in the Anti-Nuclear 
Movement 


The anti-nuclear movement is 
made up of politically very dif- 
ferent groups. Their only commor 
principle is the demand for the 
immediate closure of all nuclear 
power stations. The spectrum 
ranges from middle-class reforn- 
ist clubs to anti-state militant 
groups. The analysis of the 
nuclear programme varies depen- 
ding on the particular political 
stance, and so does the strategy 
to fight it. This dispute about 
the "right way" has even led to 
the denouncement of militant 
groups by parts of the movement. 
A striking example for that was 
the open letter issued by some 
prominent members of the Green 
Party shortly after the militant 
clashes at Wackersdorf and Brok- 
dorf in May and June of ‘86. In 
this letter, signed by Gerd Bas- 
tian and Petra Kelly, the authors 
denounced militants as "opponents 
of tue anti-nuclear movewent" 
fit to be handed over to the 
police. However, that serious 
attempt at division was rebutted 
by nearly all anti-nuclear groups. 
Such excesses are caused by 
different analyses of the nuclear 
programme. The middle-class re- 
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formist grouping regard the de- 
structive potentiah of nuclear 
power as an outcome of a totally 
irrational thinking. It tries to 
confront the owners of nuclear 
power stations with an alterna- 
tive ecological thinking. By 
proposing this alternative 
thinking they seek the support 
of a broad majority of the popu- 
lation. The abandonment of nu- 
clear energy should be achieved 
through parliamentary methods. 
That strategy prescribes that 
the movement has to sti k to the 
rules of the democratic-bourgeois 
saue. At best slig-ut violations 
of rules, e.g. striktly non- 
violent blockades, in order to 
attract public attention. How- 
ever, anybody who questions the 
state and does not stay within 
the bounds of the law poses a 
threat to that strategy becaause 
a parliamentary majority cannot 
be won in anti-state struggles. 
The anti-state part of the 
movement conceives the nuclsar 
programme as an expressio- of 
capitalist logic. This logic 
doesn’t consider the danger to 
millions of people in the inter- 
ests of profit. They conceive 
Parliamentary Democracy as a 
form of capitalist management 
of society. Consequently the 
creation of a parliamentary 
majority can’t be the way to 
achieve the abandonment of 
nuclear power. Despite some 
common principles there are 
different strategies inside the 
extra-parliamentary camp. The 
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nonviolent part hopes to force 
the ruling class to capitulate 
by means of mass protest, 
massive non-cooperation or gene- 
ral strike. The moral unity of 
ends and means, i.e. a non- 
violent society free of domi- 
nation - nonviolent means, is 
meant to convince the population 
of the truth and authenticity of 
their motives. As violence vio- 
lates that neral unity it is 
opposed as a potential form of 
action. However, the definition 
of violence varies inside that 
spectrum: some acts of sabotage, 
e.g. taking off screws of elec- 
tricity pylons, are seen as non- 
violent and acceptable. 

The militant part regards the 
use of violence as a legitimate 
and necessary method to fight 
the state. The question whether 
to use violent methods is tac- 
tical; it is determined by the 
situation of the struggle, ie. 
the relation of force potential 
to the concrete objective. As 

a reaction to police superiority 
at mass demonstrations more and 
more militant groups resort to 
clandestine sabotage. 


Hamburg: ‘If you evict us we're 
gonna call the Russians 


The anti-nuclear militancy main- 
ly takes place in rural areas. 
Its action are complimented in 
urban areas through the attempts 
to maintain and enlarge free 
spaces. It is remarkable how the 
tolerant policy of the city 
authorities consisting of materi- 
al support for the cultural and 
economic ghettos is transformed 
into a strategy of counter-in- 
surgency as soon as those ghettos 
become platforms of struggle 
against the power of the state. 
The transition to the Strong 
State never happens at once. The 
stick-and-carrot policy remains 
in operation for a long time. In 
general it is successful, just 
look at the pacification of the 
Berlin squatting movement. Any- 
how, in 1986 the security forces 
had to resort to purely repressive 
measures more frequently than 
ever before, Certainly, that 
depends on the level the struggles 
have reached. You might think 
they're loosing their temper. 

But the effect is there anyhow' 
the traditional and very effec- 
tive method =- divide and rule - 
has been replaced by indiscrimi- 
mate repression, the consequence 
of which is the inevitable soli- 
darity. Protest is consequently 
driven into resistance, 

The six houses in the 'Hafen- 
straße', a former harbour area 
in Hamburg, located near the 
famous fishmarket, were squatted 
by a mixture of punks, unem- 
ployed youth and social rebels 

5 years ago. The houses, built 
durin;; the period of Bourgeois 
expansion at the end of the 19th 
century, are owned by the semi- 
state landlord_SAGA. The houses 
form the dockside facade of a 
formerly working-class, now 
middle-class, area called Altona, 
which is also the entrance to 
the prostitution. and drugs market 
St. Pauli. The neighbourhood has 
a large number of rebels and 
radicals of various persuasions. 
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Gigantic redevelopment plans 
have been drafted for that area. 
According to the plans 500 flats 
were to be either newly construc- 
ted or extensively renovated - 
the rent would rise from 2 to 

9 Marks per square meter, Every- 
thing old was to be pulled down 
except a few symbols; in brief, 
the whole area was to be socially 
restructured, 

When the squatters sneaked into 
the six empty houses in autumn 
'81 the city was just about to 
have elections. The result of 
the elections was a weakened 
social-democratic government, 
flirting with the GAL - the 
Hamburg Greens - and not in the 
position to afford the luxory of 
showing muscle. But put off is 
not cancelled: in the end of '83 
individual leases valid for 3 
years were made for 27 flats in 
the 6 houses. The coneessions 
were mutual: SAGA had to come to 
terms with 'delinquents'; the 
squatters in turn had to accept 
individual leases, With that they 
made themselves open to super- 
vision and control. 

However, the street festival 
celebrating the legalization 
ended in scuffles. For the pigs 
the houses remained a nest of 
disorder; for SAGA a wedge 
in its redevelopment plans. Any- 
how, since 1983 money for reno- 
vation has been made available 
by the government and private 
sponsors. The squatters were 
occupied with renovating until 
the autumn of "Bh, SAGA neglec- 
ted the maintenance of the 
houses against their contractual 
obligations. SAGA demanded, how- 
ever, a right of supervision 
over the building site and the 
carrying out of the terms of the 
leases. 

The new phase of conflict develop- 
ed round a scaffolding which was 
put up to repair the roofs. The 
residents wanted to paint the 


facade at the same time. SAGA- 
refused and police violence en- 
forced their decision; the 
scaffolding was taken down. 
Shortly afterwards vehicles 
longing to the construction com- 
pany owning the scaffolding were 
set on fire by persons unknown. 
After that started to reduce or 
withhold their rent and electrici- 
ty payments - a legal possibility 
in West Germany in certain cir- 
cumstances to proceed against 
irresponsible landlords. Con- 
sequently the electricity was 

cut off and an eviction order 
issued by the courts. The squat- 
ters took legal action against 
this and used an electricity 
generator. 

In public opinion the 6 houses 

in the Hafenstraße were a fortress 
of crime; for the neonazis and 

the skinheads they were a target. 
Not only did the pigs populate 


be- 


‘the area with undercover agents 


and agents provocateurs; they 

also missed no opportunity of 
destroying the flats during raids, 
On the one hand the squatters 
built barricades and on the 

other they opened a café and 

held solidarity concerts. The 
houses became centres of resis- 
tance, the squatters were invol- 
ved in every struggle in the city. 


In the eyes of the parliamentary 
left - GAL and individual social 
democrats = the Hafenstraße is 
the plebs., Sometimes it is use- 
ful, sometimes uncalculable but 
always indispensable for their 
own image. 

About 100 people are living in 
the houses, the majority from 
social security and disguaranteed 
jobs. They have been called 
‘lumpenproletariat as Lenin meant 
it' by the chief of the Hamburg 
Verfassungsschutz (the internal 
secret service). In the neoliberal 
and state-controlled metropolis 
they are nonetheless the proleta- 
riat. Indeed, the residents have 
nothing to loose, no jobs and 

no property. All decisions are 
made at weekly meetings; for 
affairs internal to the houses 
there is no other authority. For 
example, the torturing and raping 
of a woman by two people was dealt 
with by beating them up, shaving 
their heads and throwing them out. 
Naturally the press was scanda- 
lized Ly this autonomous adminis- 
tration of justice. 

The state security tried to con- 
nect the squatters with the RAF; 
the local editorial board of the 
TAZ - the only leftist paper - 
putlished the statements of the 
chief of the internal secret 
service, The squatters react ly 
destroying the local offices of 
the paper. In those days of 
October '85 unknown people broke 
into offices of the housing 
authority and stole a couple of 
documents which were handed over 
to the squatters; they consisted 
of minutes taken during meetings 
of reps of the landlord, the 

piss and the judiciary, The 
double game of the authorities 
was revealed by these minutes; 

the plan was that the squatters 
were to be provoked by SAGA, and 
their reaction would be the justi- 
fication for the final eviction 

- everything illegal but irrever- 
sible. 

In October '86 6 residents lost 
their appeal against the eviction. 
600 pigs including anti-terror 
units evicted them, entering the 
houses over the roofs and throw- 
ing al the furniture out of the 
window. The whole f the area was 
sealed off beforeland, As the 
pigs retreated they left the 
bedrooms of the other flats 
covered with CS gas and to add 
insult to injury they mixed CS 
gas into a bottle of rum which 
was standing there. 

The residents of the area were 
more and more fed up with the 
frequent provocations and inter- 
ventions by the pigs (10 large- 
scale raids in the last 10 months). 
People who until then regarded 

the squatters as criminals start- 
ed talking to them. A nearby 
church offered a hall for meetings 
if the pigs sealed off the houses, 
All that explains why more than 
10,000 people took part ina 

demo in the commercial area of 

the city before Christmas '86 
demanding the prolongation of 

the leases, The pigs tried to 
encircle the 'Black Block' (the 
militant autonomous grouping) 

to isolate them from the rest 
of the demo, But the demonstra- 
tors still remembcred the 
burg Encirclement', 
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of a demo against police brutality city's shopping area took place. 


on 8-6-86 was encircled by the 
piss. 700 people had to stand 
crowded together for 15 hours 
without being allowed access to 
toilets or to food or drink) 
This time the pigs were beaten 
back with stones and bottles. 
The rest of the demonstrators 
stood firm in solidarity with 
the Black Block. For the first 
time in a couple of years the 
pigs were driven back - in spite 
of gas and batons. The demo con- 
tinued and ended peacefully. 


Göttingen: 'Pig Town - You Make 
Us Throw Up' 


For years Göttingen has had the 
reputation of being an autonomous 
and anti-imperialist stronghold. 
In this 'nest of violence'! (in 
the opinion of the police) radi- 
cals and Greens (represented in 
the City Council) live together 
in relative solidarity. The 
recipe of the state power for 
such constellations e massive 
police presence, infiltration, 
electronic supervision - hasn't 
produced the expected successes. 
Therefore police experts decided 
to apply urban repression methods 
in the best tradition of counter- 
insurgency and began organizing 
surprise raids. 

Previous to that 3 empty houses 
were squatted in November WEIER 
Shortly afterwards Chancellor 
Kohl came to town to hold an 
election meeting. His visit 

ended with violent clashes be- 
tween counter-demonstrators and 
the pigs. In the night of the 
23rd of November a militant and 
offensive aetion against the 


Göttingen is a shopping centre 
for Southern Lower Saxony. On 
Saturdays one sees an orgy of 
\consumtion. The action caused a 

| substantial damage to warehouses 
and shop windows. The militants, 
having driven off 25 pigs, under- 
cover and uniformed, disappeared 
(into a university concert. Not 

a single participant was caught. 
In a communiqu& the authors re- 
garded the action as 'a decisive 
and practical act of solidarity 
with the victims of last weeks' 
repression'. 

At the end of the month the 
chance has come for the pigs to 
prove who has the monopoly of 
violence in town. On the 1st of 
December police reinforcements 
from outside arrived, sealed off 
the areas around the squats and 
evicted them. The squatters were 
arrested. The city was occupied 
by the pigs; only some scattered 
counter-strikes were possible. 

In the evening it was decided to 
hold a meeting in the social 
centre 'JUZI'. As soon as the 

400 participants arrived a police 
army bore down -uppn them, strugg- 
ling through broken doors. Any- 
body there was beaten up. The 
pigs were not able to produce 

a search warrant. They justified 
their operation with an ostensible 
‘criminal preparation', which has 
apparently been broadcast hy a 
pirate radio. The people present 
were photographed and registered, 
outside the superior strength of 
the pigs frustrated all attempts 
at solidarity actions. On the 
following days several demonstra- 
tions were called for by left 


Greens and 


social democrats, 
radical groups. Nothing seemed 


to impress the pigs. Don't they 
think in political terms any more? 


Police Rearmament 


For years the so-called 'preven- 
tion of conflict' has been the 
official doctrine for police in- 
|terventions: massive police pre- 
sence, accompanying and/or en- 
circling demonstrations, preven- 
tative controls and.arrests, 
technological and information re- 
armament and last but not least 
friendly meetings with visible 
organizers of mass demos before- 
hand, This doctrine regards the 
puzlic protest meetings as a 
necessary act of social prophy- 
laxis - under the condition that 
they remain calculable. 

The doctrine of danger avoidance 
has a substantial social-demo- 
cratic component: instead of pure 
repression it offers the channels 
for discharging social tensions 
regarded as inevitable. It is 
only one aspect of the social- 
democratic concept of state in- 
tervention, It is not surprisins 
that the old lo;ic of repression 
instead of prevention is estab- 
lished again after the-christian 
democrats took power at the 


And that this repressive losic 
reacts with increasing brutality 
when confronted with an increasing 
opposition to the system, It 
follows the typical spiral of 
state repression. Every police 
failure leads to a hardening and 
reequipping of the repression - 
and to a spreading and radicali- 
zation of the protest. 


Due to the federal structure of 
the West German State police 
tasks are in control of indi- 
vidual state governments (ex- 
cept the responsibility for 
fighting “terrorism ). As a 
result of this different stra- 
tegies can coexist at the same 
time. General strategies can 
only be effective very slowly. 
On the other hand the social- 
democratic governments of Hesse 
State and Northrhine-Westfalia 
perfect the old interventionist 
doctrine to achieve a higher 
penal effectivity. On the other 
hand the more conservative 
governments of Bavaria, Lower 
Saxony and Shleswig-Holstein 
seem to prefer openly repressive 
methods while maintaining the 
achievements of the anterior 
period: psychologists direct 
the police interventions, in- 
formation technology is mainly 
used for prevention, etc. Pre- 
vention supposes a physical 
contact with the demonstrator. 
the police officer has to 
appear as a “friend and helper ٭‎ 
(slogan of the Ministries of 
the Interior). On the contrary 
repression has to keep the 
demonstrators in distance, to 
intimidate them and inflict 
injury upon them. That’s why 
new weapons were introduced: 

- the water canon WaWe 9 
with a weight of 26 tons, a 
capacity to hold 9,000 liters 
of liquid, a device to mix tear 
gas and water, a water pressure 
of 15 bars (with- a speed of 
60 mph and a range of 65 meters} 
This monster - its height is 
about four meters - throws 
people to the ground at a dis- 
tance of 30 meters. If it hits 
you while you are sitting on 
the g-round your rips may be 
smashed or your kidneys crushed. 
WaWe 9 has an electronic system 
to direct the canons and the 
observation cameras. Canons at 
the height of a person’s legs 


prevent any approaches. Its 
first victim was the demonstra- 
tor Giinter Sare who was rolled 
over during- a demonstration at 
nig-ht in September ‘85. 

- the new CS gas; contrary to 
conventional tear gas Cs gas 


has paralyzing effects, both 
motoric and respirational, and 
is more effective at low ten- 
peratures. CN gas doesn’t be- 
come gaseous at certain tempera- 
tures. 

Both gases have in common that 
they are banned as combat wea- 
pons (under the Geneva (onven- 
tion of 1927), that they are 
dangerous to huuan life at cer- 
tain concentrations (0.1 grans 
per cubic meter is deadly in a 
period of 10 minutes. The same 
deadly effect is achieved if 

10 people whose clothes have 
been soaked with CS gas are 
erowded together in a meatwagon). 
CS gas is particularly danger- 


ous for people suffering fron 
asthma, allergies or bronchitis. 
At Wackersdorf an asthmatic per- 
son was killed after an air 
bombing with CS gas. 

CS gas mixed with water is used 
by water canons. It is contained 
in special ‘frog’ granades, which 
contrary to traditional granades 
jump about when they hit the 
ground in order to prevent them 
from being thrown back. Two 
people lost their hands by such 
explosive frogs when they tried 
to return then. 

- sue different P 
bullets; one type opens like 
eross when fired, The other has 
a shot effect. They are smaller 
than the types used in Northern 
Ireland and Euskadir 
Combined with the new weapons 
new intervention tactics are 
employed: 

the rapid transport of anti- 
riot units by transport heli- 


copters. This is known as the 
‘Puma’ with room for 20 pigs. 

- following the initial use of 
‘hit-and-retreat’ tactics small 
units are formed which specialize 
in detention of activists and 
documentation of offences. The 
docu pigs are connected with 
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each other by walky-talky de- 
vices integrated into their 
helmets. They use video equip- 
ment and specialized detention 
centres. -he obiective of those 
units is to obtain irrefutable 
proofs of the offence in order 


to secure rapid sentencing. In 
nesse State 250 persons were 
detained during only 20 police 
interventions; the major part 


of them were sentenced for 
rioting. 
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The Recent "Security" Laws. 


Legislation for "Public Security 


Since 1985, the current federal 
government has been trying to 
bring a parcel of seven laws 
through the Bundestag (the fede- 
ral parliament). As the title 
"Security Laws" suggests, they 
are meant to serve the security 
of West Germany. Security for 
the State means having the le- 
gal possibility to pursue all 
forms of spying and the collec- 
tion of all possible data which 
the various state security 
services can get. 

Due doubts within the govern- 
ment coalition itself only one 
of the laws has been passed till 
now: the "Personal ID Card and 
Passport Act". As a consequence 
of this the "Automatically Read- 
able Personal ID Card" will be 
introduced this year. The manual 
transmission of data from the 
ID card to the computer is no 
longer necessary. The ID card 
will now be fed into an automatic 
reading device. 

This means that the checking-up 
of one person can now be dane 
five times faster than before. 
This also means that five times 
more people can be controlled 
by the same number of personnel. 
For example, in the lead-up to 
a demo, every demonstrator has 
to reckon with being checked up 
and registered. After the-intro- 
duction of the autematically 
readable ID card, all computer 
data files can be put to use. 
This is not only permitted in 
the case of an actual prose- 
cution but also as a precaution- 
ary measure, without any defi- 
nite suspicion. The automatic 
storage of data (egr somebody 
picked up by the police ata 
checkpoint) is regulated in a 
paragraph of the Code of Crimini 
Procedure together with the law 
regarding the personal ID card 
and the passport. In these para- 
graphs it is spelled put that 
when a person is controlled 
"all obtainable data regarding 
the identity of persons as well 
as the circumstances relevant to 
the solving of a crime or the 


seizure of the offender" are 
permitted to be stored in a 
specialfata file. The record 

of this has to be cleared after 
a maximum of 9 months. Of 
course, it is only cleared if 
the "suspicion" of the person 
controlled has turned out to 

be unfounded. 

These laws give the State a 
free reign in its greed for da- 
ta and information. The State 
can justify these measures by 
referring to the relevant 
laws; more specifically, 
the reference to such flexible 
and vague terms as, "Public 
Security", "General Suspicion" 
or "Suspicion of a Terrorist 
Organisation". Naturally the 
State always handles such terms 
in a loose and "tolerant" man- 
ner. Every person over the age 
of 16 must have an ID card and 
is obliged to present it on re- 
quest, a duty which was first 
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Another important law is that 
regarding the cooperation be- 
tween the various security ser- 
vices, namely the exchange of 
information. It would be tao. 
complicated to attempt an in- 
depth explanation of this law, 
as it involves the function of 
the federal and local state 
security services. However a 
brief summary: this law allows 
for the exchange of personal 
data between the individual 
security services. The passing 
on of this information is not 
only permitted but sometimes: 
compulsory - eg. in cases of 
suspected of spying or terrorisn. 
Not the body passing on the data 
rather the receiver of the same 
has the responsibility to check 
whether the transmission is le- 
gal. 

This data is rendered void. 
only when absolutely nothing can 
be of use - the authority biun- 
limited storing of data. 

There also exists the obliga- 
tion to pass on information to 
another body on request. This 
body doesn’t have to give 
reasons for its request; nor is 
the information limited to one 
specific issue; it is permitted 
to avail of all kinäs of infor- 
mation on a person. 

It is an established fact that 
the obligation to pass on data 
doesn’t allow for whether the 
information is available or 
whether it has to be dug out. 
This can lead to an appetite for 
information, even in cases 
where this informatian is not 
relevant to the area of that 
particular body. 

This legal regulation has, on tke 
one hand, the result that the 
already existing practice of 
these methods becomes legalised, 
and on the other that the right 
of the individual security ser- 
vice to pass on information is 
extended. This provides the basis 
for the construction of a con- 
plicated information network, of 
Orwellian proportions. This con- 
nection between state security 
services and the police allows 
for the establishment of a secret 
service, even better equipped 
than the GeStaPo. 

The proposed changes in the 
traffic laws are also of inter- 
est, though on first hearing, 
they may seem harmless. 

This law aims at regulating 
the availability of car regis- 
tration data. The police can 
obtain the name and address of 
the car owner in a few seconds, 
simply be feeding the registra- 
tion number into the computer, 
connected on-line to the central 
"Verkehrsinformationssysten" 
(traffic information system). 
Controlling is now much easier 
for the police thas by conven- 
tional methods - letter, tele- 
phone, telex. 

In "suspect" places (eg. at 
demos or public bd all 
car owners present can be iden- 
tified ‘immediately. In addition 
to that,.the documentation pro- 
duces("pictures of movement") 


charts of an individual’s move- 
tents. 

The other security services 
can only get data through the 
conventional methods and natural- 
ly, the police will help out 
in important cases. 

This law shows once again the 
attempt to construct a perfect 
information network, into which 
everybody can drive without his/ 
her knowing it. 


The Anti-Terrorim Laws 


— 


To grasp the significance of the 
new anti-terrorism laws, a brief 
description of the resistance 
within the last two years is 
necessary. 

1985 - Zimmermann, a member of 
the board of directors of 
MTU (munitions company), was 
shot. 

1986 - Beckurts, manager of 
Siemens, was killed in his 
car by an explosive device. 

- von Braunmühl, diplomat and 

adviser to the foreign minister 

was shot. 

In the ranks of the "lawful" re- 

sistance movement, an increased. 

militancy was beginning to emer- 
ge.On the issue of the deploy- 
ment of Cruise Missiles, the 

Peace Movement protests were 

mostly non-violent; however, in. 

the anti-nuclear field, there 
were repeated cases of sabotage, 
attacks and confrontations with 
the police: 

- approximately 100 electricity 
pylons were sawn through and 
down in one year; 

- repeated incendiary attacks 
were carried out on building 
firms involved ‚in the con- 
struction of nuclear power 
plants; 

- attempts to disrupt the trans- 
port of nuclear waste through- 
means of blockades and the 
damaging of railway lines; 

- on the building site of the 
planned reprocessing plant in 
Bavaria, incidents reminiscent 
of civil war scenes, in which 
people died and were injured,. 
took place. Remarkably, a 
strong solidarity developed 

here between the local population 
and the militants making it: 
difficult fa the police to 
cope with the situation. 

‘Using this background as a pre- 

text, the federal government 

drew the anti-terrorism laws 

out of the hat. 

Firstly, the supergrass re- 
gulation was to be introduced; 
limited to two years, "members 
of terrorist organisations" 
could be granted immunity, on 
the disclosure of information. 
This attempt was wrecked on the 

hesitation of one of the governing 
parties who,instead of immunity, 
advocated a mere reduction of 
the penalty. Remarkably, during 
the public discussion of the 
whole issue, this law was pushed 
very much to the fore although 
the effectiveness of this re- 
gulation was much in doubt; 
meanwhile the other legal mea- 
sures, though of a more repres- 
sive nature, were none-the-less 


politely escorted through. 
$129a of the Penal Code, which 

deals with membership of and 

support for a terrorist organi- 
sation, was tightened up sub- 
stantially: 

up to this time, terrosist 
organisations had been legally 
defined as groups whose methods 
were murder, manslaughter, kid-. 
napping, arson and expletions, 
the new regulations were now 
to include: 

- dangerous interferences in 
train-, ship- and air-traffic. 
In reality this means : dis- 
rupting the transport of 
munitions and nuclear waste. 

- disrupting public services. 
In reality this means: da- 
mage to electricity pylons, 
attacks on military and police 
establishments of all sorts, 
on plants producing energy - 
this also included machinery 
on the construction site of 
a nuclear plant. 

The penalty for membership of 

such an organisation was in- 

creased from a five to a ten 
year prison sentence. 

Up to this time, so-called 
terrorist organisations were 
those with the aim of causing 
human injury, now however da- 
mage to property sufficed. 

Considering the position of 
the resistance movement, des- 
cribed above, it is clear that 
these laws are a direct attempt 
at the repression of the mili- 
tant resistance movement. The 
attempt by those who govern, 
to redefine the term terrosism 
and to label as many people as 
possible terrorists, now had a 
legal foundation. 

This law has different objec- 
tives: 

1. Potential perpetrators should 
be discouraged by the high de- 
gree of punishment and the 

aggravation of imprisonment 


conditions which people sitting 


under §129a endure (solitary 
confinement, high-security 
wing, etc.). 
2. The criminalisation of the 
resistance movement was to ba 


of doling out hard penalties to 
the perpetrators and generally 
by being able to get their 
hands on and convict more 
people with the aid of this $ 
in the Penal Code. The repro- 
ach with membership of or sup- 
port for a terrorist organi- ' 
sation, could further be put 
to use in the wide field of: 
the resistance movement.. 
Either one of the above-men- 
tioned punishable offences can 
be proven and thus membership 
in a terrorist organisation or 
one tries to fabricate men- 
bership if it isn’t possible 
to come up with evidence of 

a concrete offence. This 
shouldn’t prove difficult for 
the courts and the DPP, con- 
sidering- the loose definition 
of "terrorist organisation". 
3. Alongside this "thightening- 
up", there is also an attempt 
being made to cause a spit in 
the moveme-nt. Militant re- 
sistance, drawing support fron: 
some of the populace, should 
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label of terrorism. 

At the beginning of this year, 
another law came into force de- 
claring the provision of in- 
formation on and incitement ta, 
commit an "offence" as an of- 
fence in its own right. s 

This gave the DPP a free hand 
to proceed against every "scene" 
newspaper; every newspaper dis- 
cussing actions which could be 
branded "criminal" or providing- 
information on such actions or 
attacks; every utterance, even 
when worthless, can be inter- 
preted as a guideline or in- 
citement to a punishable act. 
Publications, where it cannot 
be proven that the contents con- 
tain a direct call or incite- 
ment to action, can neverthe- 
less be prosecuted basing the 
accusation on the context of 
|the paper in general. 


This measure not only makes a 
joke of the "right" to freedom 
of expression, it also attempts 
to paralyse any kind of broad 
based discussion taking place 
‚within the movement. 

Under this law, not only the 
people who edit and produce 
newspapers or pamphlets are 
open to prosecution, those in- 
volved in printing, type-setting 
copying selling, delivering are 
also liable. 

Other "trimmings" are planned: 
- the use of a balaclava or dis- 

guise on a demonstration is to 

become an offence. 

- the right to demonstrate is to 

be cut somewhat: 

1. Any person who doesn’t distance 
him/herself from a group by 
which an offence is committed, 
leaves him/herself open to be- 
ing charged; imprisonment is 
threatened. 

2. People who have once been 
thus convicted, would, aftar 
a violent demonstration, be 
automatically liable to de- 
tention as possible suspects. 


The Criminalisation of the 
Radical Press 


In the wake of the Berlin 


` Squatting Movement of 1980-83, 
achieved through the possibility | "Radikal" 


has become one of 
\the most important papers of 
the German autonomous groups. 
\"Radikal" is published irregu- 
larly, more recently from 
abroad as a consequence of a 
charge against the legally 
responsible editors. The wo 
could only avoid imprisonment 
through their election to the 
European Parliament as re- 
presentatives of the Green 
Party. After the publication- 
of the last issue, "Radikal 
No. 132", the courts and the 
police have set in motion a 
complete plan of observation 
and intimidation of the 
distributors. 
Armed with search warrants, 
the police searched 12 book- 
shops and projects in Berlin, 
4 in Frankfurt, another 4 in 
Hamburg, 30 more in the rest 
of West Germany. The secret 
service was present during 
the searches. 
Standard charges were brought 


against the projects. In con- 
trast to the charges against 
the actual editors, who were. 
sued for “support for a terrorist 
organisation", now the distri- 
butors were charged with 
"support for the support for a 
terrorist organisation" (sic! jl, 

In October ‘86 the authorities 
carried out new house searches. 
This time they were directed 
by the Federal Police Authority 
(BKA). The police knew of the 
arrival of some copies because 
the National Post Office had 
provided them with the subscriber 
list. 

The case of the "Radikal" is 
not unique. The editorial board 
of the Stuttgart magazine 
"S’Blättle" also preferred to 
go abroad after being charged 
with §129a. And the publication 
of the relatives and friends of 
politcal prisoners "Die Ver- 
gessenen" (the forgotten.) finds 
itself in the same position now. 

This winter a much more mas- 
sive case of censorship took 
place in Bavaria, against the 
Anti-WAA magazine "RadiAktiv". 
|"RadiAktiv" has a circulation 
of 5,000 copies and has been 
| published by the Bavarian Can- 
ference of BI’s since February 
11985, The editors of the last 
six issues (nine have come out 
so far) were prosecuted, 

In January “87 the trial 
against the editors of No. 6 
took place. The charges were: 

- "incitement to crime": they 

had printed a list of the 

companies involved in the 
construction @ the WAA which 
had been targets of sabotage. 

- "smearing the symbols of the 
| State": they had made a 

caricature of the Bavarian 

coat of arms showing the 
heraldic lions as brutal 

cops. 

- another "incitement to crime": 
| thew had appealed to leak out 
information on authorities 
concerneing corruption, etc.. 
In the first case the charges 
were dropped but not in the se- 
cond and third case. 

These proceedings have been a 
test trial for the new §130a 
‘(censorship of anything "that 
might incite to a crime"). They 
are not only aimed at collecting 
as much information on the 
eiss to scene as possible but 


also to suppress its communications 
network. 


Addresses: 


Radikal: double envelope, on the 
outer one: 
International Grøn Forening 
Ryesgade 58 
DK-2100 Kdbenhaun d 
on the inner one: Z.K. 


Die Vergessenen: 
Mainzer Landstrasse 147 
D-6000 Frankfurt/Main 
s’Blättle: 
c/o Decoy 
Postfach 142 
NL-9700 AC Groningen 


RadiAktiv: 


Rothenburger Str. 106 
D-8500 Nürnberg 70 


— lJ- 


Emigrants and Refugees in West Germany 
Anti-Racist and Solidarity Struggles 


Before WWI it was the Polish who 
emigrated from their country, im- 
poverished and exploited, with 
the prospect of labouring in the 
then centre of European imperia- 
lism, Berlin. 

Today the Turkish and Kurds 
make up the biggest immigrant 
minority in West-Berlin and West 
Germany. They come from the poor- 
est regions of the Middle East, 
which are socially destroyed by 
the advance of capitalism. Driven 
out of their countries by the 
difficulties to survive there 
they were lured to Germany with 
ری‎ political promises in the 

Os. 

The typical method of emigra- 
tion is as follows: they come 
from the countryside into the 
slum suburbs of the big Turkish 
cities. Then they leave their 
country and their families in 
millions to travel to the in- 
dustrial North of Europe. Eco- 
nomic reasons arent the csuse 
in all cases; there are politi- 
cal reasons as well. 

The struggles taking place in 
Istambul in the slums and in 
the factories have turned Turkey 
into a pre-revolutionary country. 
The military following NATO di- 
rectives smashed those centres 


gl During their 
anti-revolutionary campaign 
they killed more than 5,000 
people. 

In West Germany the immigrant 
Turks carried out struggles in 
German factories being the pro- 
tagonists of the great 1973 
strikes. The struggles ended with 
the dismissal of a lot of Turkish 
strikers and led to special law 
for foreigners. 

The majority of the Turks have 
been living in Germany for 15 to 
20 years. Their children con- 
stitute the so-called second ge- 
neration. They prefer speaking 
German to Turkish and are in a 
bad position as they fall be- 
tween two cultures. How can they 
preserve their cultural identi- 
ty and the memory of their 
parents’ struggles and their ort 
gin? How can they defend them- 
selves against racism degrading 
them to second-class persons? 
Shall they stay in West Germany 
where they are abused as for- 
eigners or shall they return to 
Turkey where they are regarded 
as Germans? 

They are living in ghettos, 
concentrated in particular areas: 
Kreuzberg in Berlin, Gallus in 


of popular struggle. 


Frankfurt; areas where they are 
living alongside the poorest 
Germans; alongside the radical 
German left; where there is 
little work and a lot of dreams; 
areas where the squatting move- 
ments had its origins. But those 
quarters are fragmented; there 
is little contact between Turks 
and German-, between Punks and 
old people, between poor shop- 
keepers and political collectives, 
between workers and unemployed. 
It is an important task to re- 
move that fragmentation and to 
develop networks of solidarity 
and struggle against racism and 
marginalisation, to build up a 
self-organised and anti-capita- 
list project. 

In 1973 the West German Govern- 
ment decided to put a halt to 
immigration. Since then only 
relatives of people already 
living in West Germany have been 
admitted. Surreptitiously the 
conditions of family reunifi- 
cation were aggravated. In fact, 
the constitutional obligation to 
protect the family only relates 
to Germans; for example, child- 
ren are admitted only if they 
are below 16; a newly married 
husband can take his wife to 
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Germany only if he has been 
living there for at least 8 
years; the effect of this is 
that they might not meet each 
other for two or three years. 
On top of all this: if the 
young wife intends to see her 
husband in West Germany she 
has to obtain a visa and to 
leave a deposit at the German 
embassy in Turkey; if she stays 
in West Germany longer than 
three months she is expelled, 
looses her deposit, even if she 
became pregnant in the meantime, 
In contemporary West Germany, 
a centre rich with luxury and 
profits, talking of misery is 
hardly understood, talking of 
hunger, war or forced emigration 
meets deaf ears. Perhaps it evo- 
kes memories they’d like to sup- 
press. But every refugee carries 
that memory with him/her. There 
is a relation of cause and effeet 
between the wealth here and the 
situation having prompted the 
flight. Here wealth, there ex- 
propriations, here labour, there 
‚wars caused by imperialism and 
provided with arms produced here. 
Who hasnt heard of the ecolo- 
gical and economic catastrophes 
provoked by low-cost production, 
and of the agriculture dependent 
on our chemical industries? 

Some tens of thousands refugees 
have arrived here so far; re- 
fugees for explicitly political 
reasons or, in general, on the 
flight from political and econo- 
mic misery. A minimal faction of 
those 17 million refugees world- 
wide that are known in the last 
years. But starting with their 
arrival in West Germany and West 
‘Berlin in the 808 another phase 
lof the dirty history of official 
‚and state racism towards for- 
eigners began. The images of 
forced emigration during the 
Nazi era reappear, the hard 
labour for 30p an hour, the work 
|camps isolated from the rest of 
the population. 

The cause is minimal in numbes 
compared with the situation in 
other countries but the ideo- 
logical apparatus of rejection 
is gigantic. They are lodged in 
ancient buildings, in cheap 
vacant boarding houses, in barra- 
ks and "container camps". They 
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are prohibited to work, refused 
cash and kept behind walls and 
fences constantly. The lies about 
their criminality and their in- 
security build intransmissible 
walls. They are the first and 
least defensible victims of wel- 
fare politics which is an example 
and a warning of a future when 
society and its political con- 
sensus disintegrate. Naturally, 
the next victims will be noncon- 
formists and those who are eco- 


nomically marginalised 
by the crisis. 

The courts’ dealing with their 
appeals for asysum is a marvell- 
ous example of the relativity 
land opportunism of the judicial 
‚system and the law. Though the 
article no. 16 of the constitu- 
tion guarantees the right of 
asylum without limitations for 
anybody persecuted for his/her 
political or religious convic- 
tions or his/her race; the 
courts have developed an absurd 
practice; for example, torture 
is no reason to accept anybody 
as a political refugee if all 
prisoners of that country (as 
is the case in Turkey) are 
tortured indiscriminately. The 
judicial logic is that: the 
refugee can t claim a general 
condition of his/her country 
as a personal reason for his/her 
flight. 

These recent judicial decisions 
would have meant that Jews per- 
secuted in the Nazi era wouldn’t 
be granted political asylum in 
other countries. 

Witnesses of such persecution 
are Tamils, hunted in Sri Lanka, 
then coming to West Germany and 
then refused asylum; or Kurds, 
victims of the brutal repressim 
by Turkish nationalism and not 
recognised as such. 

It is no wonder, however, that 
most refugees are not granted 
'asylum in this country; and that 
the expulsions and deportations 
to the countries of origin turn 
the odyssey of the flight into 
a tragedy. There are 200,000 
people living here without their 
refugee status being recognised. 
They are "tolerated", in the 
eyes of the Aliens Office. The 
actual expulsion depends on the 


information given by the German 
embassies and the assessment 
made by different state institu- 
tions on the situation in the 
countries of origin. Police and 
social services administer the 
lodgings of the refugees and 
handle their appeals for asylun. 
Official racism doesn’t have a 
cruel face; it seldom stains is: 
hands with blood. In general, 
its executive functionaries and 
employees are correst bureaucräs 
in their dealings with the ise- 
lation and differentiation of 
their victims. When the moment 
of expulsion comes they rarely 
resort to brutal mass actions. 
Only those suspected of going 
underground are taken into ex- 
pulsion remand. In general, how, 
ever, they have four weeks to 
leave; the Red Cross buys the 
tickets for them. 

There are different classes of 
refugees. Firstly, those from tke 
East European countries of the 
refugees from state communist; 
they re never expelled. The 
| refugees from the Middle East 
are lower in the hierarchy. At 
the bottom you find the Africans, 
‘Pakistanis, Ceylones and, in 
general, all non-whites and 
non-Christians. Bureaucracy and 
police maintain those differences 
|between the refugees. The East 
Europeans are prohibited to work 

for one year, all the others for 
three years. The state knows per 
fectly well that they all have 
to work for a pittance in the 
‚black economy. They have no 
other choice: the dole office 
doesn’t issue cash but only food 
stamps and pays rent and expense 
inside the camps. 

There are hunger strikes and 
continued protests of the people 
affected. Solidarity was organisd 
between German collectives and 
groups of refugees that were pam 
ti ularly affected like the Le- 
¡banese and Palestinians who were 
threatened by immediate expulsin 
in winter of ‘86. A part of the 
protestant church is willing to 
hide people on church premises. 
So do dozens of communes. As the 
borders become impermissible more 
and more touts make big business 
smuggling in refugees. 


The Privatisation of the aaministration 
of Human Contingents 


The administration of the re- 
fugee contingent, which the 
City of West-Berlin is obliged 
to take (2.7% of the total West 
German contingent), can be ex- 
pressed in three steps: 
I. Admission and Registration 
The refugees recently arrived 
in West-Berlin came via East 
Germany, Nowadays fewer are’ 
coming via the East because the 
Zast German Government has cor- 
rupted itself by making a deal 
with the West German Governnent; 
in exchange for a credit it no 
longer admits refugees travellig 
to West Germany or Scandinavia 
to enter East Berlin airports. 
Those coming directly from Zast 
Germany and those who were trans- 
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West-Berlin to fill the local 
contingent were lodged in a 
refugse camp on the periphery 
of Berlin. This camp is run by 
tne Red Cross. 

Before East Germany closed her 
borders two similar camps were 
in operation. Today the authori- 
ties are planning to house 
them together with honeless 
people. In the winter of 6 
"container camps" were set up to 
"house" the newly arrived re- 
fugees. The Red Cross was in- 
volved in the installation and 
administration as well. 

II., Custody 
All refugees are kept in those 
camps during the time when their 


This can take fron 


two to five years. 

The custody takes placein one 
of the 24 camps providing a 
total of 3,500 places. The re- 
fuzgees have no option to live 
elsewhere. The Red Cross owns 
about 800 places - 7 camps - 
and 300 more places in barracks. 
There is a general agreement of 
cession between the Red Cross 
and the West Berlin Government. 
Speculators who had transformed 
private boarding houses into 
refugee camps in the past lost 
their state tenders to lodge 
refugees. Refugee camps are now 
exclusively ceeded to the Red 
Cross. 

The refugees kept in those 
camps are guarded by private 
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attended by a GP, employed by 
the Red Cross, fed by an indus- 
trial catering service (without 
taking into consideration the 
refugees’ customs or religious 
practices) and provided with 
clothes and diverse utilities. 
For vital expenses they receive 
food stamps and a little cash. 
The children are not obliged to 
go to school. Those who have 
found a teacher willing to take 
them are often thrown out by 
the German parents for fear of 
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their kids being in bad con- 
pany. 

III. Equal Status to other For- 
eigners 

When their appeal for political 
asylum is recognised they are 
allowed to look for work and a 
livelihood. They receive social 
security in cash. The Red Cross 
is receiving DM33.50 per day 
(511) for each adult refugee 
(half of that for kids). For 
looking after their contingent 
the Red Cross employs 300 
people, half of who- are for- 


n 


eigners - their contracts are 
limited for 3 or 6 months. 

In 1986 the Berlin Government 
spent about 100 million Marks 
on refugees present in the city 
(about 7,000 persons). That 
amounts to approximately 2,000 
Marks per person per month. 


.The actual costs, however, are 


estimated at about 300 Marks 
per person per month. The dif- 
ference is the profit for such 
hunanitarian organisations as 
the Red Cross. 


Ihe Situation in Berlin Prisons 


There are 10 prisons in Berlin 
today, which all work according 
to different methods. Normal 
penitentiary conditions are 
found in houses wo and three 

of the old prison Tegel, and 

the UHA-Moabit. They follow 
tn? same patterns of prisons 
throughout the world: detention, 
a minimum of social progran- 
ming, an extensive disciplinary 
system ranging from the with- 
drawal of buying privileges to 
cell confinement, and, of course, 


the beatings carried out by the 


in 


ng squad", and for submis- 


sive behaviour, lighter prison 
conditions ranging from off- 
grounds privileges to trans- 
ferral to a "minimum security 
prison". 

For some years now Berlin and 


maximum security prisons in 
the first phase; and in Berlin 
the rebuilding of a part of 
the pre-trial detention build- 
ing into a maximum security 
section. In the second phase 
now underway, all the new build- 
ings are being constructed in 
this way, - as we have to il- 
lustrate in the case of the 
new womenS prison at Plötzen- 
see and the conception of the 
new juvenile prison. 

The basic principle under- 
lying the penitentiary methods 
is, that a person who goes 
against social norms is con- 
sidered to be ill. The idea 
that his/her behaviour has 
arisen from societal conditions 
that s/he is by no means ill, 
and that the conditions under 
e are insane, must 
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snould develop the feeling that 
s/he him/herself is at fault. 

The reasons why s/he landed in 
prison formerly fell under the 
headline GUILT. Today, in the 
wake of increasing psychologi- 
sation within the industrial 
societies, it is called an 
ILLNESS, which must be treated. 
Since the prisoner is deeply 
disturbed, s/he needs a psycho- 
logist and/or a social worker 
to help him/her find the right 
path back to society 

A further goal is to prevent 
the arisal of any kind of soli- 
darity between the prisoners; 
this solidarity being one against 
prison conditions and against 
the inhumane outside conditions. 
To reach this goal, the prisoners 
either are isolated, or in the 
case of group living, small 


, 
groups are set up, each under 


different conditions. This way 
they work at best against each 
other. These small groups, 
usually between 6 and 15 people, 
are then carefully observed and 
controlled by psychologists and 
social workers. In such small 
groups there is no possibility 
of avoidance of control because 
they re constantly watched. 

If the prisoner plays along, 
s/he gets preferential treat- 
ment ranging to the temporary 
leaving of the premises. Punish- 
ment also means cell confinement 
and maximum security detention 
(here, these prisoners are al- 
ready in maximum security pri- 
sons). The difference between 
this and the isolation wards is 
there are no shared bath and 
toilet facilities in isolation. 
Playing along means that pri- 
soners cooperate with the 
psychologists and/or social 
workers, and participation in 
group and individual discussion. 
The prisoners have to talk over 
their problems, etc. with the 
prison psychologists, whereby 
"openess" is a category by which 
the willingness to be treated 
is measured. The prison psycho- 
logists are supposed to become 
father figures, mother figures, 
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doctors, in short everything. 

To accomplish this, they use 

the whole spectrum of psycho- 
logical methods: gestalt therapy, 
conversation therapy, role- 
games, and so on. The end goal 

is that the prisoner internalise 
the system, including the police 
and the judges. At this point, 

he is healthy again and is res 
leased. It is the story of brain- 
washing that has been tried and 
scientifically prepared through- 
out the ages and now finds its 
way into the normal prisons. In 
order for it to function, there 


.may be no solidarity between 


the prisoners because this would 
strengthen the old "sick" iden- 
tity and his/her will would not 
be broken. When friendships arise 
in the small groups, they ae 
immediately broken up. 

Against this background, one 
can understand that psychold- 
gists and social workers are 
employed in large numbers in 
the prison. Furthermore,their 
authority constantly grows 
stronger so that their findings 
have considerable influence on 
early releases. The prisoners” 
dependence on them increases, 
whereby they (the psychologists 
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and social workers) use their 
expanded basis of power to 

play the prisoners against each 
other. This they call cooperation, 
and refusal to cooperate calls 

for the afore-mentioned con- 
sequences. 

A third reason why these methtis 
are being practised in all of 
Berlin’s new prisons most cer- 
tainly lies in the fact, that 
under the former system there 
has been resistance in all of 
the old prisons. To some extent 
it was supported from outside, 
with the result that prisons as 
a subject received widespread 
attention. All treatment grom 
guards repeatedly became public 
Under the therapeutic control 
system this will not likely 
recur. The ruling class consider 
these methods to be more effec- 
tive, particularly since they can 
be more easily (because they re 
invisible) presented to the 
public. 


In the following a woman pri- 

soner describes the conditions 

in the old prison of the "Lehrter- 

str." and her move to the new 

women prison "Plötzensee". 
Plotzensee was built for 

DM 117 million (L30mil) and has 

a capacity for 330 places. 


An interview with a former prisoner 


A: Can you describe the series 
of events connected with the 
move from the prison in Lehrter 
straße to Plotzensee? 

B: Before the move we received 
papers describing conditions in 
Plötzensee. Subsequently 11 wo- 
men went on hungerstrike in pro- 
test. These conditions can be 
outlined as follows: 10 women 
were to be in one wing and these 
10 were to be responsible for 
keeping it clean. This work 
would be without payment and 
had to be done in leisure time. 
Refusal to do work meant re- 
moval of concessions such as, 
shopping, association with other 
prisoners, access to common 
rooms (which meant among other 
activities TV viewing would be 
impossible). 


Two days later we were informd 


that one concession had been 


granted, ie. cleaners would be 
introduced. 

Other demands of the hunger 
strikers were ignored eg. the 
division of women into groups, 
that the prisoners could not 
associate with women in other 
wings and that wings would be 
under constant and total obser- 
vation. The division of women 
into groups was planned already 
by social workers in Lehrterstr. 
In effect this meant that women 
had no choice of whom they 
spent their sentence with. 

After the move to Plötze we 
examined the wing, were shown 
how things would run and where 
everything was. For a moment 
I felt as if I was in a "Loony 
Bin". My first impression of the 
new prison was one of a systen 
built to totally control and 
observe the prisoners at all 
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room is almost directly opposite 
the screws quarters. 
A: Can you comment on the support 
from outside, was there enough 
and how did you find it? 
B: While on hungerstrike we had 
the feeling that we weren’t alone. 
On the outside hand-outs were 
printed and distributed, some 
of which were received inside. 
‚Yes, we had the feeling that we 
lweren’t alone and that people 
were supporting us. Of course 
refusal of food was our only 
weapon. 
A: What was your impression of 
the architecture? 
B: Lehrterstr. is an old building 
|with wooden floors even in the 
cells. One had the feeling that 
it was relatively natural. 
Plötze on the other hand is 
|ecomposed of concrete - just like 
top security cells. The walls, 
ceilings, and floors are all of 
cement - no flaws exist! There 
is a special lino floor cover- 
ing which is completely sound- 
less. The ceilings are overpower- 
ing and somehow seem to press more 
time on ones shoulders. Every-. 
thing looks the same there. 
Whilst there my character changed 
completely. I was the longest 
there. Other women said that I 
acted as if under constant pres- 
sure. For me the architecture ws 
the worst element there. I’m 
convinced that it was built that 
way to put the women under psycho- 
logical pressure - it felt lixe 
a top secutity prison. 
A: What was your cell like? 
B: All the cells kook the same. 
They have a separate loo with 
a hand basin. In Lehrterstr. we 
could arrange the furniture as 
we pleased, even throw it out. 
In Plötzensee it’s different - 


everything must stay in the 
cells. There’s a table, a chair, 
a bed and a press in each cell. 
Everything must stay in place 
and 2 - 3 times a week the 

cells are controlled. Everything 
looks so sterile. Nothing can 
be hung on the walls, no stickers 
are allowed (they are removed 
and confiscated). We could place 
stickers in Lehrterstr. but in 
Plötzensee it was impossible to 
make the cells more comfortable. 
Everything looks the same in 
Plötzensee. 

A: When you looked out of the 
window in Plötzensee there was 
certainly a big difference to 
Lehrterstr. 

B: In the cells there was a big 
window but only one side of it 
opened so in fact it was only 

a small window. I often had 

this open ot kook out at the 

sky and all of a sudden it 
occured to me that your could 
only look diagonally. Of course 
this has a big psychological 
effect on the prisoners. That’s 
the way it’s built, it’s a 
"psychoprison" but most of the 
women dont realize this. 

A: What about contact (visual 
and vocal) with others? 

B: It doesn’t exist. The prison 
is built in such a way that no 
communication through the win- 
dows is possible. There is 
nothing opposite the windows. 
You simply look out into the 
yard. 


A:What has changed because of 


this division of women into 
small groups of 10 - 15 pri- 
soners? 

B: There was a lot more happen- 
ing in the Lehrter. There were 
about 40 women together in 

one wing there. A lot of con- 
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munication existed and news 
could be exchanged. In Plötze, 
with only 10 women together 
this is impossible. These wo- 
men have no contact with the 
prisoners in other wings except 
if by chance they have the same 
work. So in other words there s 
no chance of new information 
spreading among the women. 
Prisoners serving long term 
sentences are placed into groups 
of 15 and there is no mange 
of inmates on a frequent basis. 
In the "problem-wings" (e.g. 
drug addicts), the doors are 
always closed and no one can 
visit these wings. 
A: How do conditions differ for 
addicts and non-addicts? 
B: The main difference exists 
with respect to visits. We ad- 
dicts had only a 1/2 hour visit 
3 times a fortnight as opposed 
to non-addicts who have a 1 
hour visit weekly.. he visiting 
room for addicts has loudspeaker 
control and glass separates you 
from your visitor. So in fact 
no bodily contact is possible. 
This is not the case for non- 
addicts. They are allowed to 
have bodily contact and only 1 
screw controlls 4-6 women. Up 
to now the prison governor has 
maintained these restrictions 
for addicts as a form of order 
and security. 
A: Is there any contact between 
addicts and non-addicts? 
B: Only in church and at work. 
One form of work is for example 
gardening. The prison supplies 
flowers to civil servants. 
Clothes are made for the police 
or uniforms are made for people 
in various occupations. Civil 
servants can even have their 
private clothing made very 
cheaply. There is also a can- 
tine for the prison authorities 
where we work. Our food comes 
from a borstal. 
There are two chamber maids who 
clean the wings: the stairs, 
screws’ quarters, etc. In ad- 
dition a "Ziegner-Stiftung" 
exists which is for the prison- 
ers themselves - not for the 
prison. This "Stiftung" enables 
women to learn how to work with 
wood over a period of 6 months 
and what one makes (e.g. chairs, 
tables, etc) can be kept. Then 


there is a type of conveyor-bleit 
work - making cutlery, servietts, 


etc. for firms like "Pan Am". 
Work has to be completed by the 
prisoners otherwise 10% is de- 
ducted from the wages. A pri- 
son aundry also exists. Private 
clothing can be given in twice 
a week - to have a pair of 
jeans washed costs 10 pfennigs 
(3p) for example. Laundry work 
is the worst form of prison 
w-rk. Women sometimes spend 

8 hours a day ironing for a 
mere DM8,65 (42.75). 

A: Is labour compulsory in 
Plötzensee? 

3: At present there are as 

many jobs as prisoners in 
Plötzensee. Lehrterstr. was 
better. Even other prisons don’t 
have as many positions as in 
Plötze. Of course the autho- 
rities want the jobs filled 
because it’s a convinient 

forn of control. If one has 


been sick 3 times discipiinary 
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measures are 'taken by the au- 
thorities. If you don’t work 
then you cant buy anything 
and the possibility of being 
able to do shopping in prison 
is very important. Refusal to 
do work means being locked in 
your cell for 23 hours. This 
can last from 3 days to a week. 
During this time you have to 
decide to take a new job and 


simultaneously the disciplinary 


steps regarding shopping are 
put into effect immediately. 
A: Can you comment on punish- 
ment in Plötzensee; in other 
words if the punishment is 
rig-id and in which cases it 
is given? 


B: Punishment takes the form of 


being sent to a bunker. This 


only happens if women are drunk 


and may have caused trouble by 


being too loud of for insulting 


the screws. One spends between 
3 and 7 days in the bunker. 
This bunker is in the cellar 
under the drug wing. There’s 


only a built-in cement bed with 


a mattress there and you get a 
blanket and a bible. 

A: What is also evident about 
Plötzensee is that an amazing 
amount of prisoners can be 
accomodated there. Lehrterstr. 


had a capacity for 100 as oppo- 


sed to Plötzensee which caters 
for 330 prisoners. Is there 
any apparent reason why more 
women are being sentenced to 
prison? 

B: In Lehrterstr. the prison 
was sometimes full, but never 
so overfull that a big prison 
such as Plötzensee had to be 
built. P. has room for 400 wo- 
men. The average number of 
prisoners there lies between 
150 and 155 and has never ex- 
ceeded 175. What occured to me 
in Plötze was that a lot of 
women were there for minor 
offences such as stealing a 


pound of coffee. Another shock- 


ing example was the imprison- 
ment of a 78-year-old disabled 
women from East Germany. That 


is no exaggeration. It is really 


true. As far as I can see the 


women are "simply" sentenced so. 


that the amount of prisoners 
there is kept constant. Re- 


mission of sentences (2/3 of the 


sentence) is no longer granted, 
women must complete their full 
term. Little is being done to 


help prisoners to get remission. 


A: What about shopping? 
B: The sentenced women can only 
shop once a month. The most 


one can earn in DM 150 (550) per 
month and 1/3 of this goes into 


a central fund which is used 
as a reserve. On average a 


prisoner has bout DM 60 (520) to 


spend per month. It’s not much, 
you just abous to manage to 

buy a little coffe and tobacco. 
The firm "König" supply the 
prison which has super high 
prices and no special offers. 
They make a lot of money out of 
the prisoners. Sometimes the 
prices are up b 50% hig-her 
than on the outside. Fresh pro- 
ducts are never heard of. We 
could do nothing to change the 
situation. We tried to get the 
firm "Penny" but failed. When 

a prisoner can’t go shopping, 


.5. 2S a i10rm Oz punisnnent, 


the other women share their 
allowances and buy goods for 
this particular woman. This 
procedure also happens with 
respect to receiving parcels - 
of course there is always some- 
one who never gets a parcel. 

A: What about drugs? Is there 
any heroin in Plötzensee? 


B: Yes, drugs always come in, 


even in Plötzensee. Naturally 
it’s difficult, it was easier 
in Lehrterstr. However, despite 
the difficulties in Plötzensee, 
drugs will always get through. 
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Revolutionary Rage 
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In the past weeks we've made a 
couple of actions against those 
institutions engaged in the de- 
terrence and control of refugees. 
We document them here: 
Just to stress it again: we 
don't see those actions as a 
reaction to the racist propagan- 
da campaign which the regime is 
waging against the refugees - 
a campaign which as its inten- 
ded consequence has the exten- 
sion of the arsenal of deterr- 
ence measures to enclude the 
threatening component of the 
Pogrom, 
However, we don't share either 
the humanitarian, naive-legali- 
tic concept which is held main- 
ly by church, trade union and 
politically established groups 
who are defending the right of 
asylum. The state - the origin. 
of the violence against the 
refugees - is a pointless add- 
ress of appeals and resolutions, 
Further, the reaffirmation with 
which the status of political 
asylum is praised cogtains the 
continuation of the differencia- 
tion and selection of refugees 
which is also the basis and 
justification of the special 
treatment. For whatever reasons 
people come to West Germany they 
may stay because they are here. 
We want to contribute to the 
recovery of a concrete anti- 
imperialism in West Germany - 
we see our orientation on the 
refugee question in this context. 
Anti-imperialism doesn't only 
mean attacks on military-indus- 
trial institutions. It is more 
than solidarity with distant 
liberation movements. Our task 
is to relate anti-imperialist 
politics to the class front here 
and to the repercussions in this 
country. The refugee question is 
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a crucial issue in the following 
respects: 

1. The migrant movements - the 
refugees having arrived here are 
only the tip of the iceberg - 
are an expression and consequen- 
ce of the destruction which im- 
perialism causes in the coun- 
tries of orizin; their growing 
number is the other side of the 
actual degree of capitalist pene- 
tration. But the forceful expul- 
sion is accompanied by the will 
and decisiveness of the refugees 
to break out of those relations 
and to claim their right of life 
and compensation here in the 
metropolitan countries. The re- 
covery of the proletariat's mo- 
bility is at stake - in face of 
a capital for which national 
borders became irrelevant a long 
time ago. If the metropolitan 
regimes intend to maintain their 
internal stability through clo- 
sing the borders we can only 
counterpose this with the strug- 
gle for open borders. 

2. The West German welfare state 
shows its true face in its treat- 
ment of refugees. We have to 
attack it exactly at this point. 
The catalogue of special measu- 
res is not an aberration we have 
to correct and adjust to socio- 
political normality. Because 
there is no consideration what- 
soever for a social status quo 
towards refusees, social welfare 
policy is reduced to its essen- 
tial nature: a calculus of power 
only aimed at regulating the 


job market and at social control. 
The racist language used guaran- 
tees the regime support even by 
those who are themselves poten- 
tial targets of this policy. If 
and how methods like camps, food 
stamps or special justice courts 


serve as a model for future steps 
against unemployed youth or mar- 
ginalized proletarians, or if 
they just remain as a threat, 
that depends on the further de- 
velopment of the social confron- 
tation. 
We don't have to refer to threa- 
tening times, however, to justi- 
fy attacks on the most repressi- 
ve and extreme expressions of the 
welfare state - the socially 
racist practise against refugees 
is reason enough. We don't know 
yet if the refugee question will 
bring together anti-imperialist 
politics with confrontation lines 
in the disguaranteed sector; 
but the struggle for the actual 
right of residence for refugees 
is correct even then if it re- 
mains largely isolated from the 
white strata of the proletariat 
in this country. 
Of course, it is about open bor- 
ders and cities free for refugees. 
They are, however, not to be de- 
manded from the state. They are 
only imaginable and to be reali- 
zed insofar as we create for 
the refugees a space not con- 
trolled or regimented by the 
state. The contribution we - 
or groups like us - can give 
to such a project is made up of 
the attack on the control by 
police and welfare authorities; 
an attack that couldn't be car- 
ried out solely by public cam- 
paigns. But this attack only 
makes sense if networks for the 
concrete support of refugees are 
built at the same time; if a 
subversive praxis actually 
chances the general relations. 
In Hamburg we wanted to para- 
lize the Pigs Aliens Office. 
This authority executes raids 
and investizations against ille- 
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gal foreigners and prepares their 
expulsions - that's why we broke 
in and set fire to it. We wanted 
to destroy as many files a pos- 
sible in order to occupy the pigs 
with clearing up instead of 
hunting people so as to give the 
refugees some time to breathe. 
Lass 

In Cologne we attacked the in- 
formation centre of the Central 
Register for Foreigners. The 

data on all foreigners register- 
ed in West Germany are processed 
in it. Because people are working 
at the computers round the clock 
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and we didn't want to risk human 
life we put an explosive into 
the pipe of the air conditioning. 
The explosive destroyed the air 
conditioning, the electricity 
supply of the information centre 
and the emergency generator as 
well. Because computers react 
very sensitively to irregulari- 
ties of electric tension and 
temperature and because chips 
and sensors are allergic to 
metal dust, it can be assumed 
that some hardware and plenty 

of data was destroyed. And even 
weeks after the attack on the 
Register nothing is working 


Communiqué Issued by the RAF 
regarding the execution of K H Beckurts on 9-7-86 


(Beckurts was a member of the 
board of directors of Siemens 
and responsible for research 

and development. Prior to that 

he had been chairman of the 

working committee on nuclear 
energy of the Confederation of 
کے‎ Industry (BDI).) 

What Nazism achieved through 

brutal terror against the orga- 

nised workers movement and the 
peoples under Nazi occupation 

is to be realised today by means 

of the computerized society - 

the measures depending on the 
specific political and social 
conditions in each country, but 
basically along the identical 
lines and contours of internati- 
onal capital: 

The objective of the tourgeoisie 

in Western Europe is the struc- 

turing, control and directing of 
all processes of socialization 

and all sectors of society serv- 
ing the interests of Profit and 

Imperialist War. 

The need to aggressively impose 

the restructuring process takes 

priority over the politics of 
integration characterized by 

Democracy, the Welfare State, 

national consensus and full em- 

Ployment. The central columns 

of capitalist domination in the 

metropolitan countries become 

dysfunctional in the structural 
crisis of the system. The imper- 
ialist state, in the face of all 
resistance, has to impose the 
political, economic and military 
conditions for the strategic plan 
of the bourgeoisie and its plans 
for world domination. 

The restructuring process con- 
sists of the turning of the Ger- 
man army into a highly-equipped 
aggressive force; the nuclear 
reprocessing plant at Wackers- 
dorf, which West Germany wants 
for its entry into the nuclear 
club - and the use of terror 
tactics against all militants. 

It also consists of the attacks 
on the right to strike, the 
calculated mass unemployment 
and the programmes arainst the 
marginalized, which are pure 
instruments of control and re- 
pression in order to preventa- 
tively suppress those antago- 
nisms. 

Henry Ford's statement upon int- 
roducing the conveyor belt - 
‘under no circumstances may 
neonle be allowed to even 
porarily do as they like' - 
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is today being applied to all 
areas of social production and 
social relations. The individu- 
alization of the conditions of 
employment, the mobility and the 
flexibilization in work and pro- 
fessional training and the re- 
actionary pact between state, 
capital and trade unions, are 
the material basis for securing 
the restructuring process in 

the metropolitan countries and 
to frustrate any possibility of 
people grasping their common 
situation and organizin; for 
their own interests and needs. 

It also includes the restructur- 
ing of science, universities 
and schools in order to trans- 
form them into direct agents of 
transnational companies. 

It includes psychological warfare 
tactics and the terror of the 
state security apparatus against 
all resistance to enforce, if 
not approbation, then impotent 
silence in face of the total 
state. 

THE GROWING ANTAGONISMS SHALL BE 

RENDERED IMPOSSIBLE TO ORGANISE 

AND CHOKED IN A VICIOUS CIRCLE 

OF INTERESTS INDIVIDUALIZED AND 

FUNCTIONAL TO THE LOGIC OF CAPI- 

TAL. 

Here in West Germany they reckon 

that they can force through the 

restructuring process for imperi- 
alist aggression, because the 
politics of the trade unions is 
social-democratic, their leader- 
ship has been bought off, the 
broad resistance is still weak, 
petty bourgeois and unorganized, 
and the revolutionary forces are 
still weak. 

When the CDU/FDP/SPD speak of 

the 'two-thirds society' or the 

‘reconciliation society', which 

they want to counterpose against 

the growing antagonisms in a 

Europear dimension, it is their 

weak attempt to depoliticize the 

fact that the rift between soci- 
ety and state has become so deep 
during the whole phase of imperi- 
alist reconstruction and their 
aggression on all political- 
economic-military levels - that 
they can't close that rift any 
more, That discourse is an ex- 
pression of the political fras- 
ility of the capitalist system, 
which has lost the capability 
during the crisis to impose the 
commodity structure universally. 
In contrast, their fascist 
conception is the frarmmentarion 
of society - in one part those 


there, Where former data was 
busily collected, processed 

and stored round the clock it is 
pitchdark today: a dead fortress. 
Desk 

Other attacks: 

- on the Liineburg administrative 
court for its inhumane decisions 
expelling refugees to countries 
where they will be tortured. 

- on cars of functionaries of 

the Red Cross in Berlin. 

- on the Aliens Office in Hamm 
and in Hagen. 

- on the dole office for refugees 
in Berlin. 


operating the machines and pro- 
fitting from war economy and 
fascism, in another part those 
who made themselves callous and 
under the pressures of an inse- 
cure existence subject themselves 
to power; and a part against 
which they have perfected their 
state security apparatus, which 
has been constructed in order 

to penetrate all sectors of life; 
these are the marginalized 
having become superfluous to 
profit production, and those 

whom the state can no longer 
touch because they are fighting. 
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Break what’s breaking you! 
Radios are working, records are working, 
TVs are working; buying holidays, buying 
houses, buying furniture; what for? 
Break what’s breaking you! 


Trains “are ro Ein, @Cblagre.arerroiling, 
machines are rolling; building factories, 
building engines, building canons; for whom? 
Break what’s breaking you! 


Bombers are flying, tanks are rolling, 
pigs are attacking; protecting the shares, 
protecting the bosses, protecting the law; 
Tor us! 

Break what s breaking you! 


